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STATISTICS – FIRST TRIMESTER 2020 

PORT OF TRIESTE: THE EFFECTS OF COVID ON TRAFFIC 

TOTAL VOLUME  DOWN 5% 

Trieste, 11 May 2020 – The effects of the coronavirus on world logistics are being felt in the Port of Trieste 
as well. During the first trimester of 2020, overall volumes of traffic in the port dropped 5% compared to 
the previous year, with 14,300,000 tonnes of cargo handled. 

“Within the general framework of the ongoing emergency, which has not spared any port in terms of 
contraction of traffic volume, we underwent a physiological drop that we had expected and for which we 
were prepared”, stated  Zeno D’Agostino, President of the Port Network Authority of the Eastern Adriatic 
Sea. “The data should be interpreted within the framework of the pandemic, and in spite of losses in all 
categories of goods, we noted growth in the RO-RO sector, and the activation of new intermodal services, 
which testify to a resilient port that never stopped working, and that managed to cushion the blow”.  In 
fact, the RO-RO sector showed significant growth in light of the historical circumstances and the 
contraction experienced by the sector at the end of 2019: during the first trimester, a total of 60,150 units 
(+4 %) transited through the port. 

The data has remained essentially unchanged for the liquid bulk sector, with 10,180,000 tonnes handled (-
1%). A contraction was recorded for the miscellaneous cargo sector (-4%) with 4,009,000 tonnes handled, 
and for the container sector (-5%), with 180,000 TEUs handled. 

 A full 60% of the contraction experienced during the first trimester of 2020, which in absolute numbers 
saw 811,300 fewer tonnes handled compared to the same period in 2019, can be traced to a steep 
decrease in solid bulk handled (-82%), due to the overall drop in metal, mineral, and coal products caused 
by the closure of the Ferriera.  In terms of rail traffic, during the first three months of 2020 a total of 2,200 
trains transited through the port (-17%). This drop is due chiefly to the lower number of trains destined for 
Siderurgica Triestina, but many terminals evidence good performance and a thriving sector: Molo V(+1%),  
Molo VI (+6%), Depositi Costieri, (+66%).  

Additionally, increased intermodality, with a new service to and from Austria activated in recent weeks and 
the re-opening of the Transalpina line for cargo train underscore the key role that the railway plays for the 
port of Trieste, especially during the Covid emergency. 

 “In the coming months, rail transport is destined to increase, but it will remain lower compared to last 
year” forecasts D’Agostino. “Data from the first trimester provides initial evidence on how the coronavirus 
will influence our economy and port traffic in the next months. Led by our values, our competitive 
advantages, and the strength of our region’s logistical system, I am confident that we will get through this 
situation, but a difficult period lies ahead.” 


