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ZENO D’AGOSTINO APPOINTED VICE-PRESIDENT OF ESPO - EUROPEAN SEA PORTS 

ORGANISATION, BASED IN BRUSSELS 

 

 

SUPPORT AND SYNERGY WITH ALL EU MEMBER PORTS  

 

 

 

Brussels, 7 November 2018 – Zeno D’Agostino, Chairman of Assoporti and head of the Port of 

Trieste, was appointed Vice-President of ESPO – European Sea Ports Organisation this afternoon, 

during the general assembly of the Brussels-based association. 

 

D’Agostino was elected together with Annaleena Makila (Finnish representative), while Eamonn 

O’Reilly (Ireland) was re-elected as ESPO Chairman. 

  

The appointment of D’Agostino, the only representative from southern Europe, was backed by 

Belgium, Finland, France, Latvia, The Netherlands, Romania, Spain, Ireland, Sweden, Norway, and 

the United Kingdom, in addition to Italy’s full support.  The Vice-President of this European 

organization remains in office for 2 years and is eligible for a second term. 

  

For Italian ports, this appointment is a crucial step towards speaking with a strong, unified voice in 

the European context. It is the second time, after an absence of many years, that Italy has obtained a 

key role in ESPO.   

  

“I am honoured to be able to represent all Italian ports in my capacity as Vice-President” said 

D’Agostino.  “The election is the culmination of a two-year effort during which Assoporti has 

always worked to strengthen Italy’s presence in Brussels and Italian representation in European 

institutions. ESPO is the most important of these institutions, because it is the association that draws 

together all European ports. Being able to participate in meetings reserved for the executive 

leadership means that Italy will have a seat at the table and be able to express itself directly on 

matters that may decide the future of Italian and southern European ports. I will work closely with 

all the presidents of Italian Port System Authorities and with the southern European colleagues who 

immediately supported my candidacy”.  

 

 

D’Agostino also believes that the following actions will be necessary right away: “We must define 

a new Italian and European agenda with regards to the New Silk Road. Italy’s position within the 

new development dynamics of the TEN-T networks and the Motorways of the Sea must be 

strengthened”. 

 


